Sergey Makhotin was born in 1953 in

Sochiand now lives in St. Petersburg.

Having graduated from the Maxim

Gorky Literary Institute in Moscow,

~ he worked as an editor and author

7' for children’s periodical magazines

«Leninskye Iskry», «Kostyor»,

«Chizh | Yezh». Currently he works

as editor of children’s programmes

Sergey Makhotin on “Radio Russia”. He is the author

of more than twenty books for children and teenagers, and

an established poet. His collection of poems for children

“Who do | take after?” (2004) received the prestigious

Marshak Literary Prize. His book «The virus of grumbling»
was nominated for the 2008 IBBY Honour List.

Mikhail Fedorov was born in 1941 in !“ - ‘

Moscow. In 1964 he graduated from

the Moscow Academy of Textile. S8
Mikhail is a very miscellaneous artist. 4
During his life he developed real
passion for art — painting, poster
design, graphic art, fashion, book
design and illustration. lllustrating
became very important for him, Mikhail Fedorov
especially illustrating books for

children. Today, there are over 90 books illustrated by Mikhail
Fedorov. The artist is doing his best to show children the life of
different countries and epochs, their culture and history.

Since 1974 Mikhail Fedorov has been taken part in
exhibitions and contests for book illustration and design in
Russia and abroad. Mikhail holds more than thirty national
and international awards, including the Golden Plaque at
Biennale of lllustrations Bratislava (2007). Fedorov was
nominated by IBBY Russia for Hans Christian Andersen
Award for lllustration (2016).
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The idea of an International Children’s Book
Day was conceived by Jella Lepman, the founder
of IBBY, in 1966. Her proposal was unanimously
accepted by the International Board on Books for
Young People. To mark the day, Jella Lepman
wrote a message to the children of the world
— a charming story emphasizing international
understanding through children’s books.

Since 1967, on and around Hans Christian
Andersen’s birthday, 2 April, International
Children’s Book Day (ICBD) is celebrated to inspire
a love of reading and to call attention to children’s
book.

Each year a different National Section of IBBY
has the opportunity to be the international sponsor
of the Intrnational Children’s Book Day. It decides
upon a theme and invites a prominent author to
write a message to the children of the world and
a well-known illustrator to design a poster. These
materials are used in different ways to promote
books and reading around the world.

The Russian IBBY section is glad and proud
to be a part of IBBY family for more than half
a century. We are grateful to sponsor the
International Children Book Day — 2017. The
Message to the children of the world is written
by talented and famous Russian writer and
poet Sergey Makhotin. The Poster is designed
by remarkable and well-known in Russia artist
Mikhail Fedorov.

LET US GROW WITH THE BOOK!

In my early childhood | loved to build houses out of blocks and of
all sorts of toys. Instead of a roof | often used a children’s book with
pictures. In my dreams | climbed into the house, laid down on the bed
made of a matchbox and looked up at the clouds or at the starry sky.
It all depended on which picture | liked most.

I have intuitively followed the rule of life of every child, who seeks
to create a comfortable and safe environment for himself. And a
children’s book really helped me accomplish this.

Then | got older, | learned to read, and a book in my imagination
started looking more like a butterfly, or even a bird, than a roof of the
house. The book pages resembled the wings and rustled. It seemed
that the book lying on the windowsill would soon rush out the open
window into unknown spaces. | took it in my hands and began reading,
and the book began to calm down. Then | rushed myself to other lands
and worlds, expanding the space of my imagination.

What a joy to hold a new book in one’s hands! At first you don’t
know what the book is about. You resist the temptation to open to the
last page. And how good it smells! It is impossible to divide this smell
into components: printing ink, glue ... no, it is not. There is a particular
smell of a book, an exciting and unique one. The tips of some pages
would stick together, as if the book had not woken up yet. It wakes up
when you start reading it.

You are growing up and the world around is becoming more
complicated. You are facing the questions which not even any adult is
ready to answer. However, it is so important to share your doubts and
secrets with someone. And here a book comes along again to help.
Many of us have probably caught ourselves thinking: this book was
written about me! And the favorite character suddenly appears to be
like you. He experiences the same problems, and tackles them with
dignity. And another character is not like you at all, but you want him
to be your role model, you wish to be as brave and resourceful as him.

When some boy or a girl says: « do not like to read!», that makes
me laugh. | do not believe these kids. They sure eat ice cream, play
games and watch interesting movies. In other words, they like to have
fun. And reading is not just hard work towards the development of
feelings and personality, but it is first of all a great pleasure.

Specifically for that purpose, children’s book authors write their
manuscripts.

Sergey Makhotin
Translation: Yana Shvedova

PACTU C KHUTIOWN!

B paHHeM feTcTBe 9 1106un CTPOUTL AOMUKK U3 KyOUKOB U BCS-
KOW MrpyLIEYHO BCAUYMHBIL. A BMECTO KPbILWKM YacTO UCMOMb30Ban
KHWXKY, ETCKYIO, C KapTUHKamu. B meyTax g1 3abupancs B aT0T A0-
MWK, TOXWCS Ha KPOBaTb U3 CMIMYEYHOr0 KOPOOKa U CMOTPen To
Ha o6naka, T0 Ha 3B&34H0e HebOo — BCE 3aBWCENO OT TOro, Kakas
KapTUHKa 60/bLLe HPaBUTCS.

Heoco3HaHHO, 51 cnepoBan XW3HEHHOMY NMpaBuUy Kaxaoro pe-
6EHKa, CTPeMACh co3/aTb Ana cebs YIoTHYI0 1 6e30nacHyio cpefy
06uTaHus. M getckas KHIXKa O4eHb B 3TOM nomorana.

MoToM § cTan cTaplue, Hay4Yuacs Yntatb, U KHUra B MOEM BO-
obpaxeHun ctana 60/blle NMOXOAUTb HE Ha Kpbilwy, a Ha 6aboy-
Ky. inv gaxe ntuuy. KHuXHble CTpaHWLbl HaNmOMVUHAMM KpPbIbs 1
wenectenu. Kasanocb, KHUra, Nexallas Ha NOAOKOHHNKE, BOT-BOT
YCTPEMUTCH U3 OTKPLITOrO OKHAa B HEBEAOMYIO Aanb. {1 6pan eé B
PYKU, HAYWMHaN YnTaTh, U OHa yCnokauBanacb. Bmecte ¢ KHWroii g
YCTPEMNANCH B WHbIE 3EMNWN U MWPbI, Pa3aBuras NPOCTPaHCTBO
CBOEN thaHTasmu.

Kakast pagocTb fepxaTb B pykax HOBYIO KHUMY! ELLE He 3HaeLub,
0 YEM OHa. YaepxuBaelbCcs 0T cobnasHa OTKPbITb MOCIEAHIO
CTpaHuuy. A Kak XxopoLlo oHa naxHet! M Bedb He pas3noXullb 3TOT
3anax Ha coctaBnstoLme: Tunorpadckas Kpacka, kne... Het, 3to
VIMEHHO 3amaXx KHUIW, BOJHYIOLLMIA, HEMOBTOPWUMBIA. KOHYMKM HEKO-
TOPbIX CTPaHUL, CAMNAUCL, BYATO KHWUra elé He npocHynack. OHa
NpoByAnTCS, KOrAa Thl NPUMELLbCS €€ YnTaTh.

Tbl CTAHOBULLLCS B3POCNEN, @ MAP BOKPYT CNoXHee. PoxaatoT-
€S BOMPOChI, HAa KOTOPbIE HE KaXAbliA B3POC/bIA FOTOB OTBETUTL. A
Bedb TaK HEOOXOANUMO MOAENUTLCS C KeM-HWUOYAb CBOUMMU COMHe-
HUSIMK ¥ TallHamMu. W TyT Ha NoMOLLb BHOBb NMPUXOAMT KHWUra. MHo-
rvie, HaBepHOE, NOBWAN CeBs Ha MbICIIW: 3TO NMPO MEHS HanMcaHo!
M nio6uMbI repoil BAPYr OKa3biBAETCH MNOXOXMM Ha Tebs. Y Hero
T€ Xe NPO6MeMbl, U OH C HUMK C YECTbIO CnpaBnsgeTca. A BOT 3TOT
repoi BoBCe Ha Tebs He MOXO0X, HO Tak XO4YeTCsH eMy MoApaxartb,
ObITb TAKMM XE CME/bIM U HaXOAUUBbIM.

Ecnn Kakoi-HnOyab ManbyvK WAKM AeBOYKa 3asBNSIOT: «5 He
no6nto yuTaThly, MHE fenaeTca cMeLHo. [oToMy YTO He Bepio 9
3TM pebstam. OHN Beab HaBEPHSKA M MOPOXEHOE EAAT, N B UrPbI
WUrpatoT, N KMHO MHTEPECHOE CMOTPSAT. MIHBIMKM cnoBamu, N0OST No-
ny4aTb YAOBO/MLCTBME. A UTEHWE — 3TO He TOMbKO TPYA, BOCMUTaHNe
YyBCTB, pa3BuTMe (PaHTasum N gaxe COOCTBEHHOW NNYHOCTH, HO,
npexzae BCEero, 1 OrPOMHOE YA0BOMbCTBUE.

MIMEHHO NS 3TOr0 W MULLYT CBOW KHWXKM LeTCKue nucatenu!

Cepreit MaxoTuH
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